
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCO ~y REGION

ORDER NO. 88-114
NPDES NO. CA0028720

SITE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

SIGNEl'ICS CORroRATION
811 EAST ARQUES AVENUE FACILITY
SUNNYVAI.E, SANTA ClARA COUNTY

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Signetics Corporation (hereinafter called the discharger)
manufactures printed circuits at a facility located on 811
E. Argues Avenue, Sunnyvale. The discharger submitted an
application dated October 28, 1987 for renewal of waste
discharge requirements and a permit to discharge wastes
under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.

2 . Studies by the discharger show that grounClwaters beneath the
site and the adjacent facility at 440 Wolfe Road have been
polluted by organic solvents such as trichloroethylene
(TCE), 1,1,1 trichloroethane (TCA), CiS-l,2­
dichloroethene, Freon 113, xylenes, ethylbenzene,
dichlorobenzene. Investigations undertaken by Signetics
corporation in cooperation with Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.
(AMD) and TRW, Inc. indicated that chemicals from all three
companies sites had migrated in the groundwater to form a
merged plume of pollution extending to a depth of 75 feet
and lateral distance over 2,000 feet downgradient of
signetics Corporation's facility on 811 E. Argues Avenue.

3. The discharger has undertaken independent remedial action
to address onsite pollution and has undertaken joint
remedial action with AMD, Inc. and TRW, Inc. to address
offsite pollution.

4. Onsite remedial action facilities consist of extraction
trenchs at 811 East Arques and at 440 Wolfe Road, and air
stripping/carbon adsorption groundwater treatment
facilities located at 440 Wolfe Road.

5. Waste 001 consists of approximately 150,000 gallons per day
(gpd) of reject water from a reverse osmosis water
purification system. ,This waste is discharged via storm
drain, to Calabazas Creek, Guadalupe Slough and South San
Francisco Bay. Waste 002 consists of approximately 300,000
gpd of onsite treated groundwater which is discharged to
sunnyvale East Channel, Gualdalupe Slough and South San
Francisco Bay.
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